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PSALM. L. 


A. Contrite and Humble Heart, 
0 God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 


I. SA M, VII. 


Prepare your Hearts to God, and 
Serve Him only, 


M 


To THe 
READER. 


HE Subject which I treat of, is 

the beſt of Hearts; a Contrite ; 

and an Humble One. 4 Hearr * 
which 1 the Price of Heaven. An ineſti-_ 
mable Fewel, which deſerves our ſelling - 
all we have to purchaſe it. What Gilad CT 
vantages it may have ſuffer d in my hand, | 
who have prepar d and faſhion'd it accord- - 
ing to my Fancy, I pretend not to excuſe. 
As rough and as unpoliſh'd as it is, the 
Fewel 1s entire ; the interiour value of it © 
:s the ſame within it ſelf, ard that's abun- 
dantly ſufficient to attme for all. Beſides, 
Contrition and Humility affe# not the 
advantage of a Modiſh Outſide ; plain | 
Sincerity becomes them infinitely more. 
An humble Penitent,who has an angry God * 
ro pleaſe, and trembles under his Almighty 
Hand, has ſomething elſe to think of. 
Hen a Magdalen once com?s with peni- 
tential Tears te bathe ber Saviour's feet, 


A # fhe ? 


On Finder 
ſhe quite forgets her Looking-glaſs ; and 


comes without conſulting it. She brings 

ber precious Oltnents with her, but theſe 

are only for hef*Lord: They are not, ei- 

Wt ler to adorn her ſelf, or pleaſe the Com- 
any. 

The Method I have follow'd, may per- 
haps ſeem arbitrary, & require a line or 
| two to juſtifieit. T bepin with the Love 
| of God. 1. Becauſe it is the Firſt, the 
+ Greateſt, and indeed the Whole Duty of 
Man. 2. Becauſe although the Practice 
* Of Repentance commonly begins with Fear, 
. goes on with Hope, and ends in Love; yet 
| where our Prattice ends, our Theory bee 
Fins; and what is laſt perform'd, is gene- 
rally firſt deſign'd, and principally aim d 
| at. 3. Becauſe there 1s no ground for 
either Hope or Fear, before we Know our 
Duty. Yhen we know it, and conſider 
well how little we obſerve tt ; then it is 
that we begin to tremble at the thought of 
> aur a pearance at the Bar: The Terrour 

of a Ning God awakens us, and makes 
| | us [enſible, how teartul x 
Hebr. 10. 31. thing 1t is tofall into his 

| hands. For this Reaſen, 
3 the rag ug IT ſhew the general Mo- 
tives of our Fear : Hhich, to prevent de- 
ſpair, 1 counterballanee with the _— 
| O 


To-the Reader, 
of. our Hope: ' And, after all, becauſe 
Preſumption is ' the greatgh, danger of the + 
two,(ourPride inclining Wo think Repene * 
tance eaſie, and our Self-Love daily tempts + 
ins to defer it, )therefore I have taken care © 
to ſhew the Danger of Delay. Theſe } 
Prepararions I thought proper for a Con- | 
rrire-and an Humble Hearr. _— 
IWhen T deſcribe Contrition, I enlarge 
much more a_ the Reſolutions of Av © 
mendment, than the Sorrow due to Sin : * 
becauſe "theſe Reſolutions are commonly the 1 
more nepleFed of the two. A little Me- 
lancholy,: or a little Tenderneſs of Nature, 
 withno more than meerly Self-Love in the 
Caſe, may oftentimes produce a ſenſible * 
concern, and even Tears, when we reflet 
upon the _ we are in: Though all this * 
while, our darling Humours, our b:loved 
Sins, are'every jot as dear to ts as ever, 
Some flight Thoughts we have, in gene- 
ral, of \ doing ſo no-more : But theſe are ' 
only ſuperficial : They produce not a ſincere 
and hearty Dereſtation of our Crimes : © 
They are to God, what our Compliments 
are to our Nezyhbours ; theſe are Words 
of courſe, and thoſe are Thoughts of 
courle ; both ſignifie juſt nothing. 
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To therReader. 
Thefe two Seftiens of Cofitrition* 


"1. have beem:printed apart by One who 
ſig1d cog as his At and Deed; 


| 119Fims others to rake pen in 
Intr. par. hand, and do the /ame. T fien 
1. Ch.2t. 7: mot with my Hand; = 
' "only wiſh, my Reader and my 
Tef may firm it with our Hearts. - 
In the firft four Seftions of Humiliry 
" T offer little or nothing of my .omn. It 
world not have become me to pretend to 
much acquaintance with fo rare a Virtue. 
b And beſides. in ſuch a Matter, ſo extreme- 
ly d:ſagreeable to our Corrupted nature, 
there was need of more Authority than 
Mine. | £ 
1 Conclude with the Character of a 
Good Chriſtian.” Having deſcrib'd. his 
Hearr, I thought it would not be amiſs to 
finiſh the remainder of his Character, In 
this alſo, 'T advance not a word of my own, 
Should T Preſume to draw a Chriſtian ro 
the Life, twould be in me as great a Va- 
nity, as if my Reader ſhould pretend to ſit 
fer the Pifture. I produce the Scripturc 
chiefly, and the Fathers; now and then; 
a Modern Author : Any helping Hand was 
welcome in ſo difficult a Prece. N 
' No matter Ho Tam. Iam a Son of the 
Church ; and ſubmit my ſelf entirely to 
SE, ter. 


To. the Reader. 
Her. * My Name is CHRI- - © 

S TIAN, . and my Surname  * S. Pacian 
CATHOLICK ; he, ati: B. of Bar- 
I have leave to conceal. Gas |- celone. 
Honour and my Neighbour s 1 
Good 1s all I atm at ; And as to either of 
theſe Deſigns, TI have no other Name, 
but what is altogether uſeleſs. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ÞY this Edition T have alter'd nothing 
\ but the laſt Sefion of Humility, in 
which I have omitted three Articles. I was 
advis'd to it by a Friend ; and would not 
argue the matter with a Perſon whom I 
have ſo much reaſon to think wiſer than my 


Self. As to my own judgment, Tam ſtill cf 


a contrary opinion ; and ſhould not have 
ſo eaſily ſubmitted, had I not reflected | 
that T ought to pradlile the Tumility T * 
preach; | 
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MOTIVES 
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SECT. L 


How- much- it imports us to Love God 
above all Things. 


HEN. the Phariſee askt 

our Saviour, Mas. 22. 36. 

- What 1s the great Com- , 

mandment in the Law? * 

Our dear Redeemer, who came to per= | 

fe the old Law, who came to change. * 

the Law of Fear into a Law of Love, 

who brought down fire from Heaven to 

enflame our hearts, -reply d, ver. 37,"38- 

Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, with 

all thy Mind, This is the Great Come 
mandment. 

As 


— —— 


+3 MAlotives of Love. S. 1. 
I fear 'that many of us little think 
how Grent it 1s. We little reflect--on 
. the -one-fide ho grear our Obligations 
' are ro Love our God ; and on the other 
'* fide, how great are the Advantages 
' which cannor fail ro artend this Love. 
' We little confider- how great our Ingra-' 
ertude 18, if we omit our Greateſt Duty ; 
' how great onr Folly is, if we neglect 
 - Our Greateſt Good, | | 


| -Þ 7 * 0 © 
-._ That the Love of God is our Greateſt 
" .. Dutys < 


5 Te make ir plainly appear thar the 
Love of God aboye all things is 

| the Greateſt Duty of a Chriſtian, one 
| - would think ir were enough to'thew, 
that 'tis a Duty which compriſes all our 
other Duties ; thar it is the Total Sum 
F © of Chriſtianiry ; and thar wirhour the 
\ leaſt hyperbole, it is the J/hole Duty of 

Men ; becauſe all other Precepts what- 

| ſoever, only are ſo many Branches of 
this Great Commandment, 

Serm, de which 1s the Roor of all 
Orat.Domin., the reſt. Ss, Cyprian calls 
| ir the Grand Epitome of 
all our Obligations. And were it neceſ- 
iary, 1t were eafie ro demonſtrate, that 
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as God-is therefore infinitely Pertecter; 
chan all his Creatures, becauſe He real-: 
ly contains in his own;Eflence, all Per-: 
fections whatſoever”; : ſo our Obl:zatio 
to love him. is incomparably. greater 
than all. othex obligations; . becaule it. e-! 
minently comprehends them alrogether. ' 
This 1s..cnough to give us a confug'd! 
Idea of. our: Duzy .at a diſtance. If w 
draw the proſpeCt nigher, we ſhall find; 
an infinite variety of prefſing Morives' 
which enforce our obligation. Every 
ſingle "Excellency of the Obje& we! 
adore is all divine : No ſhadow thereof 
any blemiſh - ro obſcure rhaſe Charms 
which challenge - our Aﬀection '> No- 
thing in'our God: but whar .is infinitely | 
amiable, and deſerving infinirely more / 
than A/ the Love thar we are able rg re-! 
rurn,. | Since: therefore All and every one! 
of his innumerable Excellencies. are un-? 
limited and boundleſs ; fince. they. All 
and every one deſerve a ſuitable Eſteem, 
ſince they command-our Love as much. 
as they deſerve it: hence it follows: 
clearly, that our Duty is as boundleſs as: 
their Merit; and that, as St. Bernard 
ſays, - There is no other Meaſure of our. 
Love, than Loving without Meaſure. 


An ,ongft 


*  YAdotrvcs of Love. $. 2: 
- . Amongit rhe numberleſs variery of 
RE Potions which Se 
* has. not : ſeen, ar the Ear heard, nor 
Wve enter d into the Heart of any Man; 
Ex Cor. 2.9. there. is one which we are 
29ore., acquainted with ; there's / one 
Ewhich.in a manner makes the reſt our 
own; and which of all is the moſt 
apr to make a ſenſible impreflion in a 
generous Hearr ;' I mean thar of a True 
FFriend, We read in Ecclefiaſticus,6.15. 
*that there is nothing comparable to a True 
band Faithful Friend : and that in the bal- 
Lance of the Wiſe, He weighs mush more 
than all the Gold and Silver in the world. 
F As therc 1s nothing betrer upon Earth 
| than a True Friend, ſo there 1s-nothing 
' more pretended ro, And asthe World 
deceives us moſt, where we.expedCt ir 
;leaft, ſo there is hardly any thing in 
which it more deceiyes us, than in this, 
: Of all thar read theſe. lines, perhaps - 
there is not one who has not been al- 
ready very much miſtaken in a Friend : 
and tis no wonder if we alwaysare. ſo, . 
''ril] we raiſc our hearts above this world, 
and fix rhem there, where we are. ſure 
ro find a True and Faithful One ; who 
Loves .us gratis;alwaysLov'd us;Lov d us. 
eyen when we were his Enemies; and _ 
8s | or 
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$. 2+ Motives of Love, . 
for all Ererniry continue the ſame Love, 
unleſs. we prove.ungrateful,and refuſe tg? 
Love:Him above all things, as He vel; 
well deſerves. I'Y 
He. Loves us gratis: Not for -any! 
Good He gains by ir, or any little Serss 
vice we can do him. ' He cannot ftand! 
in need of any of thoſe Goods, which es 
very moment He beftows ues us.. Thou 
art my God, ſays the Plalmift z P/al. 163 
2. My Goodneſs extends not to Thee.) 
When we have done all we can, Luke? 
17. 10. we are unprofitable Servants 1 We? 
have done our: felyes rhe greateſt good ? 
we can imagine, -but our God | 1 

is nor a-jot the better for't. L:b.10, 
The Fountain, ſays St. Auſtin, de Civ, 
7s not better for our drinking at "= 
the Stream, nor the Sun the better for our. 
walking by his Light. If I may uſe St, * 
Paul'sexprefſion, 2 Cor. 12. 14. He,ſceks.” 
not. what is Ours, but Us.. He ſeeks. 
for nothing bur our Love, and even; 
Command he lays upon. us meerly, for | 
our Good: Det. 10. 12, 13. And Now, © 
ſays He, what does thy Lord thy God re- . 
quire of thee, bus to Love Him with aff 
thy Heart z which I command thee, this 
Day, For thy Good.. Behold, dear Chrj-. 

ftians, a True and Faithful Friend |} and 
__ 
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| fee how you can anſwer it ro your Good 
| Narure,. if you do nor Loye Him. 
{i He always Loy'd us; always'thought 
of us; not only all of us in general, but 
every. one of us; and Loy'd us with a 
Love Eternal as Himſelf, He fays, in 
| the Prophet Feremy, Ch. 13.' 3. Thave 
| Lovd Thee, with an Eternal. Love; there- 
| fore with looing Kinaneſs have T drawn 
* Thee, And what more powerful At- 
"-rractive can there be to draw: us to Him, 
| than . that- Loving Kindneſs which from 
all Erernity -rook care of our Concerns, 
| .contrivd our furure Happineſs, and 
-drew a Scheme of all the neceſſary means 
'-x0 bring us toir. Excepr himſelf, - He 
* hardly rhoughr of any thing bur Us;; our 
firſt Creatton, our Redemprion, our Sal- 
vation, were always in his Eye ; they 
. were the Eternal Entertainment of his 
| Mind ; they were the Great Defign 
 -awvhich gave-occafion to the firſt Produ- 
— 'this World, which we ungrate- 
| fofly. preferr before Him, tchough He 
| de þ for us. -Eccl. '9. 14. Never for- 
fake yout Old Friend, your New one will 
never be like Him. Alas! who can Help ir, 
[if we will be ſo wngrateful,and forſake fo 
| -anicienr 'a Friend ? we may be ſure-ir is 
jrmp! to'find a New one comparable 
ik um. ble 
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He Lov'd' us, even when we weve his 
Enemies. "Tistrue, the: firſt Producti-: 
on of the Univerſe was proof enough 3. 
and no Manican deny,;bur rhart ſo great # : 
Gifr beſtowed upon us for. our Uſe, a» 
bundanrly ſers forth rhe Greatneſs of his ' 
Love. | Bur yer:the whole Creation of 
the World is nothing to the conftant 
Conſervation of ir for our ſakes,, who: 
have ſo long ſo much abusd ir, If the} 
firſt beſtowing of a more than ordinary. 
favour, wirhourt any previous: merit on 
our ſide, be ſnch an argument of more 
than ordinary Love, what is the 'con-" 
ftanr reperirion and continuation of rhe: 
Same long a time, alrhough the lors 
ger we enjoy it, we demerit more and. 
mote, and are as ob/?inate in our Ingra- | 
titude as He is conſtant in his Kindueſs? 
Was there ever any true and hearty Love 
like rhis] Sr. Paul expreſſes ſome reſents 
blance of ir in a ſecond. Letter whiclihe.. 
writes to rhe Corinthians, and declates | 
his teadineſs'to ferve them, r Oor.1241 5%! 
though (ſays he) the. more abundantly." F 
love you, \ theilefs Tam lovd. © Weread it 
in the 12:hChaprer, which relates his 
Rapture into the third Heavew: /and 
withour all doubr this Love of his was 
copied rherei from 'the ——C—— | 


If one ſmall Spark of this Celeſtial Love 
had .ſuch a wonderful effect in the A- 
; cry Whar can we fay or 
" think of that immenſe and boundleſs 
| Fire of Everlaſting Love, which no In- 
© gratixude of Man was ever able to ex- 
"ringuiſh ! ''Though our God foreſaw 
| how, much ir- was in vain to court our 
| Love, although He was not ignorant. 
| char his Aﬀection. for ſo baſeand ſo un- 
| worthy Creatures . would be more. de- 
{pis'd the more he labourd to endear us 
to him ; though he knew befare-hand 
the hos vero: Ingratitude of Man ; 
{ Neyertheleſs he ſent his only Son to ſaye 
ns, He could not hold his hand, he could 
' notdeny himſelf the ſarisfactionof being 
- infinitly Kind. . Be aſtoniſbt, . Oye Hea- 
 vens, at this! Fer. 2.1%: 

. .St- Fohn, diſcourſing of this. Love, | 
' rakes notice of no other motive of ir 
| than} our Gratitude z our indiſpenfible 
* Obligation ro be: Grateful ro ſo Good a 
Friend.” We Love him, ſays he, becaufe he 
Fr Lovd:Us, 1 Jo.4. 19. He does nor 
' ay, becauſe He's. infinitely Good and 


CO re. one ti tem , 


man 


F, _ _ In Re” 4s Poe s + « 
$:; Aotives of Love. $. 3: 


| Perfect; zu himſef; . bur becauſe he has | 


hom, ipheotely Good and Kind zo us. © 
Fs n 1 gather from the 12th y..of . 
| the ſame. Chapter, . where He ſays, No | 


"S.2. Motives of Love, 


, ſeen him Face 70 Face, 1 Cor. 13. 12. as \| 
- all the Bleſſed Spirirs do in Heaven, we. * 
- thould then have lov'd Him here as they ©: 


' been impoffible ro entertain rhe leaft'”; 


; whefe 'tis impoſſible ro /te him ax he is, - 


man has ſeen God at any time zand the 20... 
where he adds, How' can a man Love p 
God,whom he has not ſeen 2 Tf we had ever” 


gmt 


do there 5 The very Sight of Him * fat- $ 
though he never had been Kind) wonld ; 7 
have tranſported us beyond all rhoughts' + 
of any thing bur him; ir would have ©. 


impreſſion of any other Love, in Com-" ; 
pones with him. But becauſe this:* 
Tappineſs is nor ro be expected here, *. 


1 Joh. 3. 2. , Therefore S. John the Dif- © 
ciple whom JESUS Loved, Jo. 21.v. 7. 
who by experience knew thar no im- 
preffion finks deeper in a Generous heart, -. 
rhan the indearing Obligation of return- © 
ing Love for Love, pleads norhingle . 
bur Gratitude for the fulfilling o this” | 
Great Commandement ;z We Love hint, . 4 
lays he, becauſe he firſt Loved us, 1 Jo, } 


4.19, 4 

xre's nothing more obliging than * 
rhe Love of a True Friend; and nothing © : 
elſe obliges us without - ir. Wharſoever * 
the intertour value of a Benefit ambunis 
ro, when we caſt it up, rhe Obligation. | L 


 MotrVes of Love, $. 2: 


1s nottaxd by any other weight or mea- 
| fure, than his Love ro whom we ftand 
; indebred for it. In this Caſe, Inprati- 
tude, of all Crimes, is the moſt unpar- 
donable, a Crime ſo baſe, which Hu- 
man Nature ſo abhors, that even the 
Worſt.of Men, who are atham'd of no- 
thing: elfe, can never endure that any 
Man ſhould either /ay or think They are 
 Ongrateful. Other fins they publiſh ro 
The World, bur this they always labour 
- to conceal, Andrhough I ſcarce can think 
of any Wickedneſs ſo-infamous but ſome 
have been ſo Wicked as. to Glory in it ; 
yet Irg7atitude 1s 1o'Unworthy, carries 10 
much Baſeneſs.in the very Front of it, 
thar I could never hear of any that were 
, ever Proud of being thought Ungrazeful. 
' Rather thana Man ſhould think They 
' are fo, they invent a thonfand frivo- 
| lougpretencesto diſownthe Obligation 
* they quarrel with the Benefit; revile the 
Benefactor.; and thar rhey may deny a 
leſs Ingratitude they hide it with a grear- 
er. So aſham'd they are to own this fauk:, 
that-they had rather be a thonſand/ rimcs 
ungrarteful than be once eſteem'd-10. 
I is.i5the Crime which many of us 
ere-ſer Guilty. of, : although 'we ate as 
. much iiviliing ro 'belicve it, as WE 
are 


= 


ing to mend it... He 1s the. moſt 1mprate- | 


$.2. MAfotrves of Love tt. 
are aſham'd to own it. And one of 'the * 
moſt notorious aggravarions of our great | 
Ingratitude is this ;; that we nor only are 2: 
1{o, bur are in a manner quite infenſible 
of beingſo. Becauſe our 'God is infis 
nirely. more our-Friend rhan any other 
can'be, Therefore we regard” him in- | 
tinitely leſs. We cannot withour indig> 
nation obſerve one man ungrateful ro | 
another : The very Story .of an ungrate- 
ful Attion, lays Seneca, puts us out of © 
all Patience, and gives us a loathing for . 
the Author of it. © That: inhuman "Vit 
lain, we cry, ' to do fo: horrid a' Thing ! | 
And yer when we obſerve how horrib- | 
ly ungrareful a poor miſerable Creature *' 
15-r0-0ur Creator, we rake little norice | 
of it ; we regard it with. a cold indiffe- | 
rence, as if . we were content it ſhould 1 
be ſo. 
We cannor'plead. in our defence*thar 
we are ignorant how . much. we: ftand 
indebred to him for his Love: Alas! ; 
we all know well enough that there was 
never any Love Like his : So. True, ſo? 
Ancient,. and fo Conſtant, If we plead : 
Forgetfulneſs or Inadyertency ; -twill 
only make rhe- matter worſe by offer- 


Ful of all, fays the Moral Philoſopher, : 


who : 


who Forgets either the Benefafor, or the 
| Benefit. And yer when we have made 
; the beſt we can of an ill Cauſe, 'ris cer- 
raint thar the true, if nor the only Rea- 
t fon why we are inſenſible of our Ingra- 
fitude, is becauſe we ſeldom call to 
F mind, . and almoſt quite. Forget,. how 
F Great our'Obligation is to love our God, 
| becauſe he firſt loved us, 1 Toh.4. 19. - 
F ' All the Ends of the World, ſays the 
+ Plalmiſt, ſhall. Remember, and be Con- 
\. werted to God, Pſal. 22. 28. Let us Re- 
' member only what a Friend God is ; 
+ how infinitely betrer.than ;the Beſt we 
F have befides:: . Ler us: Remember only 
This, and we ſhall be Converted: We \ 
ſhall be aſhamd of our Ingratitude, and 
+ Love him above all things, 


S'E CT, OH. | 
That the Love of God is our Greateſt goed. 


; WW Haterer our Duty is, the very word 
Commandement is always odious 
£ to thoſe who love their Liberty,” and 
F makes ir ſo much harder to go 
+ with them. Bur yer, if after ſecond 

| thoughts upon rhe matter, we diſcover 

thar one reaſon, why it is our Great- 


+ eft  Obligarion — ir 1s our 
| Greateſt Good; the oke will then ſeem 


eaſy 
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S. 3, Ati} bf Love. 13 | 
eaſy and the Burthen light. Matt. 11.394 + 
Three things there are, which gain, ' 
our Hearts, command our” Inclinations,, : 
and in a manner governall our Actions.s 
and rheſe three things are, Honour, Pro-. * 
fit, Pleaſure. Whatloever we call Good, 
falls under one of rheſe three Heads 5: 
ris either Honourable, Profitable, or De- 
lightful. All theſe three accompany : 
the Love of God; and none of them # 
are ever to be found without it, 

1. To begin with Honour: I take 
for granted, No man oughr to judge 2 
chat This or That is' Honourab!z, becauſe 
the Generaliry of Mankind, by miſtake,, 
is apt to valueand admire it ; bur before 
he gives his Verdict, every Man ſhould: ; 
firſt conſider well the merits of the cauſe. 
A Wiſe Man, though heliv'd amongſt a } 
Mulrirude of Infidels,and ſaw how much: } 
rhey honour and adorc falſe Gods, he. 
would nor therefore- preſently 'conchide/ * 
{uch Idols- Honourable 3+ but would ra- + 
ther laugh at rhoſe who are ſo blind as # 
not.to--lee how httle They deſerve ' it, * 
The Queſtion is nor what we (by a val-* ! 
var errour) are inclin'd ro honour moſt, 
bur Whar it isthar is moſt worthy of itÞ © : 
And this, upon a-ftrict enquiry, willap='* ! 
pear to be-the Love of God, Honone, _ | 
4 | 


4 I4 | 
all hands, is. agreed -ro 'be; a Teſtimony 
of ſome Excellence ; : and Nothing can 
* be truly honourable, if ir- be nor-truly 
Excellent, A man has no juſt Title ro 
+ his Honour (any more than: whar the 
common Duties of Civility .amounr to) 
if he have nor-ſomething in him'more 
' than ordinary, ſome Perfe&tion to di- 
ſtinguiſh him, and raiſe him to a heighr 
more elevated than the loweſt Rank of 
men, | | | 
. The Qualities which juſtly challenge 
men's Efteem, are Wiſdom, Fuſtice, Pow- 
- er, and whatſoever raiſes us to the Per- 
| +: -»  fedtionof our Nature. As 
| 2-2-4. 47. for Wiſdom; S. Thomas of 
"#4. 13, - _ Aquine has demonſtrated 
that no Man: can be truly 
| F#/7ſe, who does not Love. God above 
all things. He may be, ſays he, a Wiſe 
Merchant, or a Wiſe Pilot, a Wiſe 
| Stateſman, or a Wife General; becauſe 
| he may be Prudent imthe choice of _ 
Means well fitted to the Purpoſe and De- 
* fign of ſuch Employments: Bur'tis:im- 
poſſible ro be a F/iſe Man withour dag 
Vie in orger to the proper end of MAN, 
| the great Deſign of his Creation, which 
15 nothing bur the Knowledge and the 
Love of God, A Magiſtrate, who is mm 
rec 


Motives of ' Ldve., $.4 |} 
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red -meerly-for the: Publiek Peace, what> 4 


ever he may. be in other things,if he be | 
not H#4ſe in order ro'that End, He'is not 
a Wiſe Magiſtrate : And fince all Man- 
kind was created ro be ws 1 in an E- 
yerlaſting Union with God, Wharever 
a Perſon may bein other Aﬀairs, if he 
be not Wiſe in order to this End, He } 
may-be.a Wiſc rene ou pleaſe, bat he Þ 
is not a Hſe MAN. CEW. TOMS 
As for Fuſtsce, I would gladly know 
how. any Man 1s —_— _ 
uſt, who 15 ally Guilty of the 
= wg Fruftice we can think - 
of. Such is, the Man, who e're he be, 
rhar.does not Love hisMaker as he ought, 
Tis rrue ; He only is unjuſt ro God ; 
he only. wrongs himſelf; he never 
wrong d his Neighbour, may be, all his - 
Life. Bur whar would you ſay of a '# 
Steward who only cheats his Maſter? © 
Would/you:rhink him a juſt Man, be- 
caule: he never chears his Fellow-Ser- 
vants'2.. - f 220 
As for/ Power : T confeſs ir may be 
Great,; m-ſome particular reſpects, bur 
never can be Abſolute, without the Love 
of God. I may ſay the ſame of Power, 
thar St, Thomas ſays of Wiſdom, A Man 
without - this Love may be a -Powerfitl- 


Prince, 


a6 Atotives of '"Eave. So of 


Prince, aPowefub#Harriour, or thelike: 
becauſe, *wixhour - -it,. heemay: have all 
Power-neceflary-for rhe-main' defign-of 
Government,or 'War, &c. Bur fince 
withour this-Love, he neither can'Conr 
*:and- his Paſſions, nor himſelf; ris evis 
dent he-has nor. all rhe Power 


_ to attain the proper End of Man's Crea- 


rien : : In a word, he is ne:Pewerful 
Man, who isnot Maſter:of himſelf. - 

. Thus you may plainly ſee how theſe 
three Characters of iſe,” Fuſt; Power< 


_ ful, which are the moſt eſteem'd and 
Sha- 


Honour d in; the World, are only 
dows, and imperfect Semblances; if ſe- 
parated from-the Love.-of "God. - . You 
plainly fee, -char itnor only is the great» 
eſt Excellence of Man, moſt Honourable, 
moſt Deſerving onr Eſteem; bur. thar, 


| _ withour it, there:1s hardly any thing 


which truly 'is fo. | 
2, AsS-It is our Greate Hanour, ſo 


it is our Greateſt Profit; St. Paul-was:10' 


ſenſible of rhis, rhat though rhe Fervour” | 


of his .Zeal appears in all- his Writings, 


- yer he neyer ſpeaks with greater Em- 
phaſis chan when he has a fair-occafion. 


to diſcourſe upon this-ſubjedt; 'Thouph 
T. ſpeak, ſays he, with, the Tongues "of 
Men and Angels, and have not Charity, 
1 


6.3. Motions of Lowe. ty | 


underſtand) all 

es, Knowledge ; and 
though Thave all Faith, fo that Teould re- 
move Mountains, and have no Charity, 'F | 
am nothing. And though I beſtow all my | 
Geods to feed the Poor, and thouurh ©® | 
give my Body to be burn d, and have not 


Nothing to our Purpoſe, withour Love. 
On the other fide, ' the ſame Apoſtle 
reaches us, that all things elſe are profi- 
| 'rable wirh'ir, ' though rhey never can be 
{ ſo withour ir. Fe know, fays he, that 
all things work together for good, to thoſe 
who love God, Rom; 8.' 23. The Secrer 
of changing all things into Gold, / has in. 
vain, long time been ſought for z bur 
)) | the myſtery of changing all rhe meaneſt 
--» = ofronr Actions into. more than Gold, is 
; F much more eafie to be found. Yhatever 
- I} Je do, fays St. Paul, do'all to the glory of 
God, . 1 Cor. 10. 31. and every thing-you 
-do, will have more value 'inthis Gghs, 
than 'all-the :Gold- ang Silver iti the 
—_— B World. 


| 28 AAdforiver of Lowe. $.3. 


{ Morld..; Theleakt Degree of. Love, .the 
*F Koldeft AQ of-Charity, even the. giving 


-a Cup of.cold: water, forthe lave-of God, | 
one Saviour rellsus,!\f2/1:in nomwiſe loſe © 


ts reward; 'Matth; 10.'42, : Sb true ts 
*thac of 'Se. Anftin ; » Alt things. elſe. are 
rojttable, with it-; \Nothing. elſe is truly 
fo, without it. 

-+:1 3, As it. is our Greateſt. Profit, ſoit is 
.our:Greateſt Pleaſure : There. is nothing 


1a:Delightful; even inthis World, as.to & 
Love Gad with all our Heart, with all.our | 
Soul, with: all our Mind. "Tis hard-e- | 
nough, Iknow, ro make rhe World be- | 


lieve it t- Becauſe although the: [Truth 


be. init ſelf as-clear and! bright as. the | 
Meridian Sun, our Paſſions: raiſe a clou- |? 
dy-miſt before our Eyes, which inter- | 
ceprsthe fight.of 4t. All/Perſons, whole 4 
Afﬀedtions are fixt npon-the Pleaſures of '* 
this World, can hardly ever be:perſua- | 


ded bur:that-rhe Leve: of: God is the dul- 
leſt-and- the moſt infpid rhing-imagmna- 


ble. . They :eafily conceive, thatnnar 
thing is ſo. Honograbley as ro bear: Scot ; | 


and that. it is but. a. very. line Profie-for |} 
aA.Men-to gain the VVorld,: and loſe his . 


<fz _ 


Soul, March. 16: 265 The: Honour and Þ} + 


the Profirare agreed upon, but o—_ ; 
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7 itrthe wotld ro- Live: withour them, Tis 
= rtuc; the-very thongs of jo" auf wow 
! arc like thoughts -of -Dea2h : 

= we ouyhr'co:refleft; rhar as-we feel-no 
 pain-when we-are Dead, bur all =- 
4 painisonly whilt Pp are in Dying : 


6.3. Motiveraf Lowe, "9. 
the Plegſiire > Allthaveanbe ſaid y opt : 


this ſubje&; they-are- —_— ; 
they underſtand i not, He preaches in | 
an unknown Tong who preaches 


the Love - of ro thoſe who! never | 
Loy'd him. The Lo uage of Love, = 
Sr. Bernard, 45 bar _—_ to thoſe who © 
Love not. 

As: ſoon- as ever -they begin to turn 
their back upon rheſe rorten Pleafures, | 
and- look rowards Heaven; 
theſe Darlings of their Heart be- 
gin, as it were; Yo prell- them by CF 
the ſleeve, as St, Auſtin words ir, {b.9., 
and-whifper in their 'Ear'; Do you vi 
forſake > And a fue his owner o& F 
we have - your Com —_ move, | 
EVER 3 "Shelf + «' "NEVER pers 
more > Thus they ſollicir, rhus Kent rs 
portune, -and remprrthem, to deferr the , 
rime'of their Converſion. Ds you think 
zt poſſible ro live without:the Pleaſures of 
this World? | Al Chriftians ! *Tis' nor 
only-poſlible ; ir is the Gre ate/t\Pleaſure 


then 


2 = 


5 nay ye arg, Deed,'rv Reſolans 

+PAi0. AT » Mnen © we,areacſo 
.Bpgn Ts, Lou PF Io woke 
Loloſſians, Col.3..3, end pwrdifa 5+ hid: 
Hen with Chriſt in.God. .,;il an dead i ays 
the ſame Apoſtle. to the Galatians, Gal, 
19,:20:. 5) the We which I pon livean 


iyb te ! Faith of tha So +4 
Eu fe fh, lov Fes the po 
fects of Love!;Ir makes. 5. 2845 en x 


t0, all the Blegſures: of rhis world, as if 
ur Joclinatians. were. oY y.Dead, and 
quite Extinguiſhr 18 Bri: FneeS +$-6. Love 


7 A et) © VIA. 
= I At Eng Love whi hich trees 
us from the ,Tyraroy ofall Shale Paſſions, 
hich divide the, Kznzdem of our Heart: 
a. Kingdom. broughr to.Deſolation ; where 
Satan caſts; out Satan, and bow. can his 
ngdom,, fland ? . Mattb«..12+ 253" 24 
Jow is there, any true Contery. ee 


F 


| | Wicked.” * 
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face of the waters, "Gem: 'r. 2. it pre- 


DOD 1 WIT P's = wo'V be wh BD 


FF 2T 
Fa" | 1CShfc 7 4 e Tor's' 
"ny hr Toit; mh 
if a'Suller! Conference * (even when 11S, - 
upori the wrack} refuſes to confels, "WE! | 
have the word” of 'God,"'rht'belt> art * 
cleareſt 'Evidence we'can deſire: The 
Ficked, 'fays 'he,” Iſa. 57. 20, 21. are 
like the troabled Sea, when it cannot ret 
whoſe waters caſt up mire ang dirt ; there. 
# 110" PEACE, © ſays my God, # the 
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-- On the" other "fide, when once the 
Love of God has full poſſeflion' of out 
Heart; "when Chirift Govern it by Faith, 
and the Holy Ghoſt by Charity; when en 
the Spirit of God begins to move upou' che 


ſenly commands the Winds and the Sea; 
Math. 8. 26. and there fucceeds a great 
Catm. - Tn a word, as midch as Libercy. 
8'more apreeablethar Slavery, as ach 
3 Unity 1s better than Divifion,as much 
as Peace, "Content, ' and Eaſe, are more 
Delightful than perpetual Diſturbance, 
Diſconrent”and'Pain, fo much the Ple7- 
ſite which attends” thie Love of God, "Is. 
Greater thancthe Plexfores of rh world. © 
Had ir'been le for our Creator. 
to oblige. us all ro Love him gratis, we 
might then have had'more colour for our 
00-6 B 3 Crime, 


' Motiwes.of Lows: 


Crime. And yet it-would have _ no 
i more than, what he very well deſerves. 
# HeLovd:us gratis, withour any pofii- 
_ bility of Recompence : [ He humbled 
home repair. ons Honour 3-he quired 
eaven t0.promote-gur Jateroaſ; hefut- 
fer'd 'rormems -ro procure. qur Eaſe 7: 
and it would only be a ſuitable Rerurn, 
if we preferrd. his Honour, - Intereſt and: 
Pleaſure far-befgre. our own. "But, 'as 


{ our kind *and gracious God has ordet'd 


t, £0 our adyantage,; we are all oblig'd 
| ro {eck our own trye Honour; (Intereſt; | 
F and Plealure,. aridydelpiſe the falſe - -ap- .Þ 
+ pearances of :Honpurable, Profirable, 
and :Which the World endea- 


+ vours to delude us with... 


Whenwe have made the moſt We can 
} of ſuch an Obligation, /'rwill amounts 
' neirher moremor leſs thanwher-we day-: 
F te before our Eyes-.' Confider-how- 
| Ambitious, rhe:Coverous, and the 
Votu ptuous, love rheir honours, riches, . | 
pleaſures : "Is it-not. plain;. they: love » 
the-aboye all things ®.And why cthould: 
' not We love. God. as well as; Worldhings 
lbve the World ?. Lhey love. it! wth oth 
their heart, . they defire-norbing elſe 'Bur 
| T0. enjoy it; with-all their Soul, they- 
| tive ho-paſtion tor.any thing elle; _ 


, » 
: OW 


OFF Afotives of Loauks 2g9c 
all their Mind, | they :thipk., of nothings * 
elſe, bur how: ro-make 2 Figure in- it, 
Has God: leſs charms than the World 7 
Or is a Flattering Friend: (well known 
to be our greateſt Enemy) more _—_— 
than the beſt of Friends,-moſt'trne, n 
ancieny, ' and- moſt Conftant, \who'has 
ahvays oy'd ns berter than we love out 
ſelves ?-Is it a greater honour for a Man. 
ro be the Devil's Slave, than be a' Fa» 


vourite of God? Is ir a _— 
ro be cheared in rhe End, - rex 
nally Rewarded ? --Or.. are thoſe : Pleas 
ſures which ate always mixt with'mter-. | 
vals of 'diſcontenr, anxiety, - and -p 


greater than 'thoſe. Delights which ate 
unchangeable, immortal, and divine; 
which even. in this Vale of Miſeryibe- 
ray Heavery upon Earth > AhChri- - 
ans} We have Tale aſon ro 
tie whole adveatage is entirely on one + 
the whole is entirely. oh our 
Side: - So-grear advantage, that we cat- 
not truly loye our ſelves,. unleſs we Love: | 
vr Lord'our God, with all our Heart, with 
al ey Soul; with all ow Mind : Matth. 
22. 38; - This is not only our pen 
Duiy, bur our I KP 
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by a is ediacely fo | 
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the: 
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Taba 


phe: "RA rhe Bark : 
3. 8. 27. will the Sp ET -M We. oh 
dwell here with ils bur 1thir 4 
Heavens. fays he, and the Hetven He 
vens cannot contain thee, how wich 
this Houſe which F have builded ! 's 
find 'thar Solomon was thus tranſportes 

when he. lookt” upon, his Texpie and 
compar it wich "the Majeffy of 


ro Wi EM: As it ;- may. nor” we's 
y G! 5 i the hn Tz 
'edhmugt. coneaig the . 
| a 


b; I Ine Uk 


Chi he init 


F is "Motroehof Dove, £4. 
Of ra our beart contain aur Cod; if 
$ ' Heaven carmor? Oh no; 'tur God is 
ne he canndt he conrain'd" in 66- 

er; and yet he dwells m þorh.* © Hear 

the Pfalmniift 5 To thee T Hife up my eyes, 
'O thiw rhas dwelleſt” in "the Heavens, 
fat. 152.'T: Hear (Bm Paut ;*'Yow ate 


a # trhes le EEE 26g we Le 4 God 


| 239 na Ringo Fa Gil rata yot, 
$ £127L7. Where ſoeved- Majetty. re- 
5"*:the" Ok is.thete';” here- 


dire the King, ' dovekis, there” his 
ingffam Tf he "Alimighty govern 
| < affions, Mortons 04 AﬀeCti- } 
al fe Patios if.onec he be” the Sb-. © 
| Vers Monatch of out hears,” if rhe © 
'Tobe -6© Gott ive Law ro aff ous. In- 
Unations,. the: Holy Ghoſt' is: het as | 
ii 08; a5 the King /is it, his King- [] 
| To, nt he is -h0- otherwiſe in Hea- * 
" -*&; Ii is that Heaveti.upon Exeth 
| 20 ch: Hove bands ana bur thoſe {| 
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24. He gives hin Life, we.{#ve, 
'0n, be walk bh the Sparit ; wa q 
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Jſcourkt,, conv 
ho eleven 


the 


onlling pom Wea his hearr be- | 
comes 2 Paradiſe on Earth : Fhe:Love of 
God,. mas planted in the midale of it, /is 


the Bro of LIES Gor 2-g: The hal 


y 
Ghoſt hin G 
dian of the-Place, and like the C 
defends it with a Flaming Sword, Gen, 


; Gal. 5..25- He gives him. moti- | 
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' of all os pr 7; 


conſult this Law; and' wake jt. tlie Rule 


| Ard Ne he 7 
q Fry oo My 'boly 
2 Fo of God wh whom the P20 can- 
i Foh..14. I7.' + Bur; if che. S0- | 
aide: of Fenn, Ki out hearts; be | 
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_ Tr , - 


by ” ADtives of Love. 3r 
Amibirious Ieieit, our. ;mparient;: Love 
of Hotrour. & ſuch; rhar'we are. more | 
concern "for ari -Aftonr, | than'-for'; 
Mortal Sm : our Ayargious Spirit; 'Ons | 
infatiable Love 'of Riches is ſo violent” | 
that we had'rather hazard ihe loſs: of all 
the Heaven'we pretend to, thaniexpoſe 
the. Treaſure we we poſiels .: our Carnal 
Spitir, gar jnce ntinent Loyg of Plcdfure 
1s ſo paſſionate, that we had rather'quit | 
eur Right to oak rhe Erernal Toys above, : 
thart any way deny our {elycs the rotten © 
{atisfaction weiſeck for here below: :. Ir. | 
ſort; ; we loye this World fo mach, that * 
if we imighr bur always haye. it at Com- 
mantls. Ys. AF we ak; We: wiſh ;r1o 
more; We: a recets'd” rhe Spirit "of 
this Werld''1 Cor: 3. 1%; 

I hope f riay be'pardon'd if Iam a 
Intle aeves in 'preffing home: this 
Queſtion 5,” Have you. 'recetd'd the . Ha!y 
Ghoſt Þ Atts 19. 2. 'Etertil depends 
3 Your* Choice -of Heaven, ar 
| Your beg Childred bf Gd 
or. of rhe- Þevil; yourbeing Say'd; or 
Danan'd. for ever :. All This, ' (atid we 
is All-if Phis be nor ?): All chis'd| 
wy the Anſwer to this neceffary” 

on;  Atommy as are led -by the Spire 


of Gods ſays Sr, Pant; tg ine de Oi 


optive' Son of efnal i 
: $4 @ v1” HI Foods " 


bo {5} 
of a mt, You ma: | 
2, pms HEE ng: , 
you povldn ever RY Te me ym 
Whit > HIT Lok You. cannot Know ge 
Fews ainaz' hear } 
he meant. He xald the ne 
is 471 from, gfove arg. 
Paid, Fob. 8. 3 MEET: 
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-£ "Wd Motiotes of Love, 8/5: 

will be.no Comforr: to ts; Whither' tic 
Lees, we carnorfollow tits: We can- 
not Alcend, unleſs we firſt receive the 
goly Ghdſt; ;' nor can we. receive him, 


| unleſs wo Frſt CITE for his recep- 
bs. Dart: 7. c- (FH t 


at piptls ought to \ prepare = Heart for 
_ +», this great Grace. . 
_ our Savieur-was upon the 
of leaving hisApoſties, 'afs 
Es nn 
't 
God > Tie laſt and inoſimportan 
that they honld prepare = ws 
[a enerves 
the receiving: of the boly Ghoſt :: He 
communited ohh ab *fout? 


art from enS3*” res. wits: for the is 


waniiſe off he! bh Ads 1.5; 

. -Prepare” your Hearts, {ys the Proriher; 
Prepare yottr Henrts to'Gad;.” and ſerve 
Aim only, aid He witl deliver 700, T'Sam. 
97/3; Prepare | your hearts: 26" entertain 
rheioly- Ghoſt, 6#'e)ſc Fo! NT bn 
receive hit. Prepafe Marey 
R's ohe-Holy- Ghoſt; + he 
His Femple'is not to be buitrandfinthr 
baſk 4 pe 'We+ mufthave time to! _ 
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$5: Atotioes of Low. 5 
on the Work,. and more than ordinary 
Prepararions; muſt;be made: With all 
my Might, ſays the Royal Prophet, ' 

have prepar d for the Houſe of my: God 3 


. becauſe,” ſays he, the Work 15- great 


and the Palace is not for Man, but God, 
i Chron. 29. t;2 

Our heart has been profan'd with 
Iols: Our Ambition, Avarice, and 
Luft have had their ſeveral 4/tars in it ; 
and -from time 'ro rime, ' according.4$ 
occafion ferv'd; - have effer d Sacrzfice ro = 
Honours, - Riches, Pleatures. ; : Such-4 
Temple fo Profan'd,: muſt be demolifhr'; 
and a New one builr upon: the Ruines 
of it. - Make your ſelves a new Hears, 
and. 4 new' Spirit ; \ays the Pro 
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rl Me + Sletioe Rory for his/ Sins; 
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occurt in hos a 2. Sin- 


ner, are inſuperable, "if patho F to'the 


Salvation, be cahifiderU” oi coy. 
gar ro' Met "Rinits 

no of compaſling fo 

ones ps Ig mean ho pars 
our Ungerft Pending ; Sich Snch is the Malice 
and-Peryerfrieſs Wt ; "our” Trcls- 
nations are ſo prone t fo and the 
Reftraitir of Hur unreaſonable Humour: 
is ſo ſenſibly tineafie.t6 us, that” a' tho- 


b Reformarion 'of Fant - is 
dove our fngle fires FE 


_ Grace of God, , we Nas” have, vg 


Wiſdom ro contrive it, nor the” 


rage ro beg ir, de Ty Peey to yer 


aver by Onmipennce, 

If Sm tay No mchbladed us __ 
we can hardly ſee our: changer: 4f'the 
Noiſe of Worldly ; pay us ; pace 
us almoſt deaf to.all good 

the Habit of ous Sins apr ge =5 F 
that. we can Jearcely move. foor -10- 
wards Heaven : It.we. are blind, dea) 
lame, nay. even dead to. and. 
rhar's' good, {no Perſon . can. þe 
m5 cOngfion:: than this) -, Al] this is 
ro. the 7 powerful band. þ God : 


ef guts Vern Mazths ,11...5, 
ſee, —_ -wr) _> the waa er 
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cleans 45 (when onot 
the wsrk.1s done): meet Logre 
4 was cleans d. i») 

Create Imme;''O apGol.. »Onzent fad me 
a clean Hearez\Pfal: yo. 'I' ask notrany | 
thing but tvhavicratie'to Thee: | Alas! +» | 
=. :5' 09:meutm 
God, : canſt 'do it\'wirh more-caſe than'I 
can ask. it. Behold my miſery with 
pcs yore pep nat yay rt 
gent an with nothing 
burthe harrich Gatrf"dl, my Tincleanneſs. 
Behold+ me iBhnd;iDeaf, Larue 3+ and 
almolt dead: with a -contag] ous Jeproftie = 
of Sin,: 'which-covers. me cheath:to 
toot, "Conſe of a;-ſound:patt.-in 
me, cious:.of my unworthineſs, | 
after ſo" long tir Condition, - 


4 bur Fhou, -my 'v 


Ea, whilfe-my 
ty Powe: 


; Pſal;106;'8. 

3 «rot that 

make oby miphey Power 

tm bs re Menarion of 
ray Hope: Tkndwithe-Credir of thy 


Power Wen 75 operon oemr. who 
—_ in-ity: firmly it, 
\, ow "In , 
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Thisy my Cotlorris —e—eY 
do nods. Lord if. Thou © wilt}. Thow = 
Inuhe- mp iclean; Match: 8:2 Sar 
lexus pauſe :xwviule; 

and wh «ſons urabtien: behold this 
eons at our Saviour's -feet : Behold 
Image of a Sinner, - and the 

wy 1-of: a'Penitenr - .. Behold 
whar we are, andwhar we vught 
hey \In his Dileaſe, weſee or Mi- 
-- Mm his Behaviour, we ſee our. Dug: | 

7; intis Dial, we ſee the ſad ef- } 
of Sin z we'ſee the ſtrong tempta- 
tions and affaulrs-of a moſt terrible De- 
ſpair : In his :Behayiour,. we ſee the * 
irs 'of rrue-Repentance,.:,we ſec the |» 


victory of a triumphant Hopez. and the ® 
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=_ 'eliatiaber ſome refiltance-we ye- 
| <r-p igenyy if we-riſe again, 
—_ ye fall;.; if, we'renew our Relplu- 
ti | and-uhen.we think our ſelves ſe- 
cureſt, are ſurpris'd and fall again3;Sr, 
Pau! aſſures us,- Rene L4. 4: God, 48able 
ro rake ns fland:;. If having itried/Aa1l 
ways We can. imagine, We Ate: at. a 
Tofs, -and know: nor: either what ro think 
or wharto ask ; the fmeLSainr rells us, 
Epheſ: 3. 20., God:is able fo "do exceed- 
ins "abundantly; 'above all that: we can 


a#R of think, NET TELOS 

Ts any thing 200 "hard. for. God: ? Gen, ; 
13; 132*Can- any. thing be hard+ro him 
”- whoſe Power is infinite, and whoſe 2/711 
- 3s his, Power $42 $009. 2.6:/ Our: Lord 
| Wap hs wake cs: bt ufo tht. 


ue ! 
# 4 4 


Lord 5f | thou wilt, than 'canſt maks 


hw Gy nble 


clean>> Ther Mw” you. þ bear hin B: 
Eioitly- be they clean: Then 


tran} wuh exceſs ; 
and feel-the trurh SET fl 
vance; t0-wit;-thar God'nat only. car * 


relieve us if he will, bur alſo ws y/ re» | 
lieve us if we pleaſe. _ Ex "i 4 
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That God will help us If wh Nee, 


Afchough Gad's Power be 'the- firſt 4 
Foundation -. of our. Ho fy his"? 
Mercy,. always ready, to: afſiſt 3 ch is the 4 


viv'd/ his. drooping Spirits': he could. 
not ſomuch-as think-of Him, - without 
inking of his Mercy": to be God, and 
| tobe Mnviful: wereto him one andthe 
'  felf ſame thingy /7'59, 147 wi God 
p, wy deftnce, "lays he, ard the Gott bf 'wny 


nlen'd leſs of being 


Mercy. , If ihe: lif ted q- uf 
els, and re- 


ry 5 Pſ. 36. 5. 
im the Heavens, 


ere is moſt occa- 
it Y De: : + 0}; 2 where 


= Den, aoll- 
1 bfe.'. Which andy 
eyes: be ſaw 

[wry we 


dd RS who once goof ha a j 
Sinner, Thus did he comfort and: en» 
his afflicted 
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4 72h Ota amis 
| ns 14. - Thatifew- rs 
hich are -call'45 
leads *to Life'ts m—_ yo 
ind thar' there are bur few who 
: Math 7. r4- ſo that all-the, 
enki Appearance 6f God's Mercy; 
when *tig well examined, ſcems*ro va- 
- aiſhone 'of fight,' or ſhrink into a firile 
* compals, 'if compar'd with'the' innw- 
; _—_—_ numbers of thoſe 'Roprobates. 
Rom. 9. 22. who are prepard and fitted 
for Deftrutiten. Is nor this enough 'to 
. makea Sinner tremble > Afintier who 
*] OIOas ro hirnſelf of beirig” much 
» 4t fight 'of God, than 
Fn np et 
: | im; and y 
; ſuffer the etcrnal-flames'of Hell? | 
|} Theſe Thoughts, 'T muſt © confels; 
þ arg; Terrible.” T6' him "whoſe eyes 
| are'0 by Cong roſce the" ma- 
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our Ho J and the! kIE Pu: 
leſs: Hope 4. 10; : We. rake Fs 


wo AIEHOns 2, the Nt for nog 
Enemies, .Decauie , thetr 6-7 Hh ate fo 
oppoſite, Bar, . as. that Friendihip is the . 
greateſt, ; which 00 ference, of "Hln- 
mour candivide : | So, if, We cxamine 
well the matter, we ſhall. find. thar Fear 
and Hope are-ſuch inſeparable. F Os, : 
they cannot. poflibly. - 
each other's company z: 
of the one. 15, | 


"_ & 2h "_ Refiige which thi 4 


| recourſe to, Þ/z/ 
on of Frouble, when fr A 


go nk V. 9. Ha | 


1E his tenge | 
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iniſters are 


"WJ ocderd ro-make uſe of. + 

- , When: Sinners. are dejefted with 
BY Temprations of Deſpair : Exek. 33. 10. 
S- When [their Tran/erefſions and their Sins 
te--heavy' upon them: . When they be- 
gin t0 p1ne-away With Fear, and melatt- 
choly Mio of never being able ro - 
'- FecOVET har ſhall we ſay ro com - 1 
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fay ; you. my live if you-will ;, I'als WW 
ways am at hand, 'prepar'd to help. you, 


if you heartily repent ;-you OT | | 


S 
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may recover, if you: have a mind:ro-M}; 
you knoy, that if you die, 'ivis becauſe 
you'wil/ : As 1.Live 1 have no- pleaſure 
rt your Death, and therefore I haye reas. 
fon-ro complain, 7/by. WILL you Die 2: 
Dear Chriſtians, What can iwe with / 
for thore?; We'know:thar God can help | 
us:;f He will... Whether He willor.np; * 
we need no. farther proof, than his own | 

Word, 'We have his Word:: . We:have 

his Oath.: He cannot :rake: his own 
uneinyain; And he has ſwory: | 

DY M$. wh: Life, He has no pleaſure 
wm 1 ſelf, deſire it; hu ghat | 
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, Pens wp He came —_ 
* | fol them He lived a painful 
i life on Earth; for them-He'died upon 

5 ' Croſs.” Marth.\ 9g, 13. I came oe ayi 
: 
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Heyto' call the : Fuſt - but Simtrs I: 
came; becauſe 'was neceffary he ſhould 
tones. And-therefore for he ſakes, 
fot whom ir was moſt neceſlary,for them 
he "principally - came. ' He -never: was 
| BB ſo kind'to any; as ro Sinners,” All his 

HY Converſation 'was "in; their Company 

 W He made ir his chief bwineſs ro bes 
| W- them, He followed them from place -y6 
| lace,. He' rhoughr of nothing, elſe bur 
hw. ro-gain-their love, He came with L 
; a defgn -19-enflanie/ thare adſty:: He 
| brought down fire fron Heayen 4 
2 him, - .and wiſhr for, nothing” chan ( 
that. This 'fire-- might- burn... His more | 
than \Kindiieſs was — "oc> 
caſions d -viibly- ra 2 
was taken -\ndtice :of ad -pointed: at: 3 
Phariſees«were rderwee Fanta. 4 
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Ce he brouphrkindfog 
ve; it was no wondev rhe Reliev?: 
of it was his GC —— 
ow. ; He came as a: Phyfician. ro hig | 
= Friends, whom He moſtidearly” 
Llov'd; and therefore. rook _ 
and was the moſt concern'd, for | 
who were moſt dan fick. Thus 
did ur God Yehave: hi ſelf ro Sinners, 
Thus did he love his Enemies ; and treat 
them as his deareſt Friends: "Thus did 
_ He live 'to ſerverhem, rill ar length He 
diedo ſave them. 
'S. Paul concludes from hence,” We 
bee thay gs 
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ET LR dee pelfh will 
far his{ake be much mare cally. receined, 
If - chem,\a Contrite and. an, "Tanbls 
Heart was always-io agreeable, . He 
ver would. def; es Will he 
faſe. it? -If che Torl vile gre 
horrid Crimes of Mankind during ſe- 
veral Ages, if the Maliceiof them alco- 

, could-.nor any: way Bert! fog 
courle of, overflowing Mereyy. & 
could nor hinder Him fr iy ops ſending ſen high 
lus. t9;.redeem. the W 
wethink, the Greatneſs:af our Gn can 
kinder . Him. from having Fed onus, 
"Ow we heartily repent ?. 
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bly confeſs. ,an gen 
'Truthis; We 
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carino! lym are not gre4#, of or that we : aw 
are her ievous Sinners: But, that Y 


will never look upon us, 
—_— fuſe es the Word of God: "ar, 


; - hate rhe Sin, bur loves the-. 

® Be '2_ "PRE ow On Leproke, by 

_ _ -'$; Aug. loves eper : as 
Ms 5 a" Merciful _ oh re- 
cap; 3.7 © e, at” the Repete 
EF aitarugl Recor fon $ttivier, chew 
Hmocence of [ninety nine” *awpho do " nit 


dof *t. 
ortho % - once-again, humbly Y © 
acknowledge, confeſs our Fault, 
We only; baton Leprofic is fo inve 


Gnd wil not ſuffer us to come 
s og be wil will 'not curevus, He | 
I us clean; The Truis 
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SECT. 41,1 
How apt we are 16 defer Repetitance. 
\HAT. -we ' are, All of 


tion, tO 
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Fs ive in the ſtate Sin, 3 our Me 
recrioina, if our Hearts are. 
prhs *berwixt Heaven: and Earth ;_ 
we ke before we Die, Repent _—_ 
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Kind, or. We. are laſt for ever. :L 
.: Unleſs we repent, we ſhall wo 
per 


This we agree upon : Our difficuky | 
lies not in the knowing, but in the pen 
forming of our Dury, When we di- il 
courſe with-our Selves in general rerms, il 
what it is we oughr to do ; the Debate 
ſoon comes to an Iflue : Bur, as we de- 
ſcend to the particulars of when and 
haw ; We eome not1o eaſily to a Reſp: 
Jution, about the Time. We ſuppdl 
that we are able, at our pleaſure, . to 
change our Hearrs, ſubdue our Paſſions, 
and reform our Lives : But our Hears, 
at preſent, axe otherwiſe engag'd ; our 
Paiſions are youthful, and very impor- 
rune; our way of Life, though .none 
of the beſt, is ſuitable ro the comman 
Maxims of the World ; And whar hafte, 
L pray, to do-juft now, what may be 
done as another time; when ever 


we- >. -Beſides, the-- ==: 
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Salvation; when onr'Compiny changes; 

when 'we meet with a Conjunttureof ' 
more favourable Circumſtances ;*'O1 
then well 'begin the New Man; bid A- 
dieu 'ro the follies of this World; and 
from thar' inſtant dare the beginning of 
our journey towards'Heaven. 
Thus the Colour of "_E gives a're- 
ntation to the Deluſion : We cover the 
ular Cheat with an agreeable dif- 
oniſe : ' And berwixr gratifying our In- 
elinations, on rhe'one fide, with a' cri- 
minal condeſcendence, and pacifying 
the 'remorſes of our Conſcience, on rhe 
other fide, with a plauſible prerence'of 
furure amendment ar a more covenient 
time; We make Virrue, in appearanice, 
ſubſcribe ro our Vices, and counterfeit 
God's Hand to one of rhe worſt Temp- 
tations of the Devil. 


How dangerous it is to defer Repentance. 
T I w Eats we are not Maſters ard 

1POIErs: OT OUT IL 1MEC : On ly Je 
who ache firſt Author of Time, who- 
now conſerves ir, end who will one day 
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a final period ro all Time; He, 
ay, and oh He, diſpoſes of ir 'as 
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” * Beſides, the Changing 
is far above our ſingle ſtrengrh ; we ate 
not able, by our ſelves, ſo much asro 
begin ſo greata Work, how then ſhall 
we able ro perform it, at our leiſure 
whenſcever we pleaſe ? S. Grepory af: 
ſares us (and we know it well enough) 
Ho. 12. in Ev. that God who promiſes to 
PARDON z,, if we Repent ; has never 
promis'd us the T IM Eogf our Repentance, 
'Tis true : we cannot bur confeſs, (to 
the great ſhame of our Ingraritude,) 
that our Creator loves us far above out 
merit. If we look back from hence as 
far as the firſt Creation, 'and carry our 
ſerious. thoughts through all rhe ſteps of 
Providence, we meet with norhing bur 
remarkable inſtances of his good wiſhes 
towards us. - Nay, if we yer look far- 
ther back from the firſt moment of this 
World into Ererniry, we find Him, be- 


fore the beginning of all Time,entertain- 


ing his _ with the premeditation, 
of our welfare ;. And in the firſt page 
of his Eternal Accounts, we find rhe 
great Deſign of Man's Redemprion, that 
| ſtupendious Myftery of Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice, the Tncarnarion of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : who held norhing, 
ſo dear, no obligation ſo important, as. 


our Sanctification ; even to the degree”. 
: | of 


of our Hearts 
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of laying down his Life for the advan- 
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tage of that ſacred Intereſt. See here, 
the Morives which we have to think 
He loves us ! Yer give me leave totell 
you, He is nor ſo fond of us, bur thar 
He can be angry at us, when He finds 
his Love negle&ted. Witneſs all thoſe 
miſerable Chriſtian Souls, who once 


. were happy in the ſame Teſtimonies of 


his Aﬀection : Who thought, as we. do, 
to reform their lives at a convenient 
ſeaſon ; who ſuppos'd, as we do, that 
God's extraordinary Grace would 
neyer fail to be ar hand, whenever they 
pleasd. ro haye occaſion for ir. Alas, 
poor Souls, they now arc lodg'd in the 
flames of Hell. for all Ererniry ; and 
know, roo late, that though God neyer 
fails ro beſtow his extraordinary Graces, 
where He finds a fairhful carreſponden» 
cy of our Endeavours with his merci-. 
tul Afiſtance ; yer. He often ſhurs; his 
Hand, if we withdraw ours. He does 
not firſ# deſerr us :; Yer, if deſerted by 
us, tis no wonder if He treat ps upon. 
equal rerms, and fo deſert us. : 

Wonder not, thar God who is: ſo itr 
finitely good, can find in his:heaft ro. 
Abandon thus a Sinner, who ſtifles .xh6- 
remories of his. Conſcience, wha re ifs, 

,; E 3 rhe 


the frequent inſpirations. -which invite 
him- to pag? pony who has always 
ſomething elſe ro do when he | thinks of 
his Dury,always is ſo rude, ſo-ſcornfully 
uncivil, in-receiving all the Embaſſies 
of Peace which Heaven: fends-hinm; 
rbat every trifling Object which-ſalutes 
his Fancy , every miſerable creature, 
which a filly. Paſſion recommends: to 
him, is {ure to have the preference, . and 
be the firſt admitted, : 

How often does God:courr us, when 
we are alone, as it were:carefully: m- 
naging that favonrable. accafion, when 
ir-may be preſum'd-we.are ateifnre for 
his entertainment 2? Bur, alas! we -are 
perhaps never leſs alone,. gian when. we 
are ,alone; - The Common - Enemy, of 
Mankind: is then -moſt buſy to prevent 
the -advantage 'of ſucha happy. circum- 
ſtance... How eften te does apply him- 
ſelf rous, when any {uddain Aecident has 
erolsd our inclinations,, - when we have 
beendiſappoinred in our intrigues, when 
we begin-.to find our labour loſt-in the 
puriuir of what we hunted after, when 
we fit down angry-and affronted at the 
confaſipn' .of our miſtake, almoſt ready 
to-fall:onc: wich che World: for having. 
«heared.us: rben.ir is that He rakes _ 
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mater -ro expoſtulate ' with ' us''z- 
ro expfdbrare to us how treacherous 
14 Frietid we find the World to be ; 
on -the” contrary, how conſtanr and. 


firthful a' Friend. He' has been ro | 


us}, from all Ererniry to this mo« 
ment; how ready he 1s, notwirh- 
ſtanding all rhar's paſt, ro receive us 
with open arms into favour again, if we 
return ſincerely to. Him. And how do 
we'/hearkemto all this > Why, rruly, it- 
paſſes /away like a little Fit of melan-. 
cholly ;/'we were then in an ill humour; 
we are now glad 'tis over ; and fo we 
think no more ont. Whatever God 

aks to our Hearts, is all out of doors : 

ur Hearrs are ſhut againſt him, all 
the time; Apoc. 3. 20. He ſtands at the 
door, and knocks 3 and we neglect 
Aim, letting Him ftand and wait our 
letfuire z We approve the Friendſhip of 
the World before his; | And though we 


(£27 Divipth bf Day) ov 
of this conjunCture.; begins in a loving- 


” 


may have'fome flight chonghrs of hear-- 


mp Him fome other time, yer for rhe 


{em we flatly deny Hum Entrance, 


and refafe' Him Audience. - 

Ferns now 'Confider a Iitrle;; 'Whar 

pitiful Worms" we are, who:rhus con- 

remnrche Almighry ; YR is, whom 
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we affront ; What, trifles we :prefer. by. 
fore' him: And we ſhall not wander. 
at length He leave us, and deſert us, 
with a Reſolution never more to offer 
us theſe extraordinary Fayours : Fo. $, 
v.21. 1 go away, ſays He, and youſhel 
Seck, me, and you ſhall Die, in your Sins. 
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Reaſons why Delay is ſo dangerous. 
T7 AT I may diſcover, yer more 
clearly, the Extravagance,of Sins 


ners, who defer the entire Converſion of 
their Hearts from time ro time, : upon a 


Ga % 
- 


vain Prefumprion of chooſing their own 


rime, when they pleaſe; I ſuppoſe, as 
a fundamental Principle, I Pet, 5. v. 5: 
that God gives Grace to the humble, and 
reſiſts the Proud. 


. 


_ He who, values-himſelf , upon, being 
Wiſe enough. 1n the managment. of his 
ſalvation ; who neglects. rhetime which 
God's great Mercy offers, hims who 
preſumes He can, whene're. he pleaſes, 
chooſe the time of his. Converlign; Such 
a. Perſon, if ever. he approach. .the 
Throne, of Grace, comes ing. diſpoliti- 
on directly oppoſite ro Reconeilarion 4 
he carries. Pride bare-fact. in hg Very 
ny : ront 
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Pront”of "hiri 5 "and the, Addrefs, he 
preſents," is endorſt wirh. the very'ſame 
faulr which he begs pardon for, 


.” A rrye Conyetr. comes trembling, 


with a Hearr truly humbled under the 
Ominipotent Hand of an offended Ma- 
jcſty'; and fach' a Penitenc will always 
fnd Favour.z A, Contrite, and Hum- 
b!e Heart” God never will deſpiſe ; All 
his former Offences 'will paſs, for no- 
thing; Ezzck, 33-16. Noue of, has ſins 
He comitted ſhall be mention d ta ki ; 
In the Day of his Converſion his Impi- 
ey ſhall never hurt him ; Whar time 
ſoever God ſhall pleaſe ro mark our ta 
him, if he manage thar, heis'ſecure,. © 

Bur if a Sinner careleſly reject God's 
inſpirations, and from time to time neg» 
| & the opporrunities He metcifully of- 
fers him ; 1f he behave himſelf as if he 
thought his Time of Reconciliation were 
efitircly at his own diſpoſing ; and upon 
this account, when he thinks fit,  pre- 
ſents hittiſelf before the Throne ''6f 
Grace; His' very Coming in ths mans 
ner is ati AQt of Pride, a Pride by which 


he dangeronfly preſumes upon a more 


than ordinary Favour, ſich as he Knows 
has been” denied ro ' many Thouſands; 
who arc damn'd for 'evet, for! lets* Sins 

| E 5 than 
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| neple&t of the” Al-- 
mighty ; a Pride,” Which is'the'preateſt 
*provocarion'thar -ca be imagined, in 
as "much as'it' abuſes all -his infinite 
Goodneſs, Longanimity, and: Patience, 
nor 'only to rhe urmoſt degree of'con- 
rempt, but even''to. an impudent afſu-- 
rance of obtaining Mercy when we 
'pleafe,” although *'we ' have fo mach, fo 
oftert, and fo long, contemned ir, This: 
1s a ſufficient Reaſon, why God may 
abandon fuch proud-Penitents- as often: 
as He Pleaſes: and this Reaſon is at- 
Ew with a ſorr of Obligation (if a 
"man may term- it ſo) incumbent upon: 
Providence, 'if not always; ar leaſt ge- ' 
nerally and for the moſt part,. to treat 
[them according to their merit: 
"This Obligation ariſes ' from 'two 
Titles: God is the Crewter of 'Man,. 
andthe Redeemer of Sinful:man, The 
-firſt'gives Him [the Prerogative.of being 
the” ſupreme” and "univerſal Lord and 
Maſter of the Univerſe ; under - which 
'TharaQter* it belongs to him to give 


Eg to all the parts 0 3s. $07 200e 
ſuch-mettiods as may with a ſinoot 
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is.a far-more. powerful. 


A 4 


gation of foyport ing.che Credir,. and * 
_— he; Authority of his Go- 
yernment, which fanks immediately and 
falls-xo nothing, if his roo. great Indul- 
gence always tolerate the open violation 
of his precepts, jayn'd with all the .in- 
digniries, attronts, and inſolences, of a 
haughry - Subje&, thar will nor be re- 
claim'd bur when he pleaſes, will not 
take the advantage of thoſe favourable 
Opporrunities which are ſo often offer'd | 
him, bur defers the. only neceſſary Buſi* : 
nels of his. life from. time ro time, upan 
aproud Preſumprion of being receiv.d : 
at.any hour whenlae're he pleaſes. :No--' 1 
thing under Heaven . can in this occaſfton | 
keep up the Spirit, and, vigour of Diſ+ - ] 
cipline amongſt us, and place. the Fear : : 
of God before our eyes, but. a juſt and : | 
ſeverc Puniſhment, ſuch as, becomes rhe - 1 
Indignation of an, angry God. abusd; . 
affronted, . and corremn d-;- which is,. $0 + 
treat - us as we. trear: Hum, leaye ug-:as + * 
He finds us, and flatly refuſe; us Ap-- | 
dience when weamake.ous ſupplicarions - 


» This Motive, which' ariſes from the * | 


ens bur. yer 


the: 
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* the ſame rigour of Juſtice... 'The Crea- 
tion-of the World was bur a {mall Ex- 
nce: A Word ſaid, -and the whole 
Vork done, Bur the Redemption. of - 
finful Man, the Extraction of him owt 
of the profourd Abyſs of Sin and Ma- 
lice, was a more laborious Maſterpiece 
of Mercy and Juftice ; it coſt him his 
deſcent from Heaven, a painful life for 
many years upon Earth,and the laſt.drop 
of his moſt precious blood upon the 
Croſs. Having redeem'd us trom. the 
* Devil, art fo dear a rate, and having 
A in rhe utmoſt price of our Salvation, 
| He' has: a'ſ{trict Right ro the Honour 
- and Reputation of his Mercy ; 1/ai. 42. 
; $8: He'1s Lord of All, and his Glory He 
'. will not. give: to Another. He is our 
- Lord a Maſter ; by Redemptiou: All 
* of us are His; He has paid the full 
Diſcharge of our Account ; but He will 
' not apply the value of this Payment to 
| thoſe perſons whoſe Pride will ei- 
| rher Challenge rhe Credir, or Share it 
with Him'; He beſtows ir only where 
- tt -may be evident, if nor to.all the 
World, at leaſt to every Sinner's Con- 
| ſrience who receiyes the benefit, that: 
| nothing but, the Power of Grace _ 
| ;-1- 0;,owork: 
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work ſo wonderful” a "Reſurrection, 
and free him-from! the Servitude o Sin, 

He who made our Hearts, cannot 
bur know the 'remper of our Inclinatj- 
| ons. '' He cannor bur ſee how partial 
and unequal we are in our Judgmenrs. If 
any thing be amiſs with us, we preſent- 
ly begin to murmur and repine , with- 
in onr- ſelves, as if God only were the 
Author of our failings. Bur if we fuc- 
ceed 'in any 'thing, that ſeems praiſes 
worthy, either 'in the Sighr of God or 
Man, we preſently aſſume rhe reputas . 
tion of -it to! our ſelves. Our Faith 7 
reaches us the contrary : And we ſeem + 
to believe it, But yer, I know norkow ir 
is, our Pride which comes f 
intro the World with us, S, Bery- 
That Vice which is the firſt de ord, vit. 
we fro ht with,and the laſt we C&9 mor, in- 
conquer, is ſo aptto work ſtit, 
upon our Judgment, that 2 > ad 
if we examine well, . we cannot bur. ob» 
ſerve, we always are a grear deal more. 
inclind 'to ' magnifie our own: Endeas: 
vours, than to admire the; Power of, 
Grace, If God ſhould never treat us as. 
we merit ; if He'ſhould never abandan: 
thoſe who from his Goodneſs rake occafi- 
 ontoabuſe ir; We ſhould grow —_—_ 
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of aur: neceffiries!;” We ſhould | forger 
> our Obligations to: the-Grace of our Re- 
' deemer ; We dhauld: behave our ſelves 
 asif we thought that 4 x done by our 
High Hani, and not'by the Aliftance of 
| our Lord. Deut. 32.27. This is one Rea- 
; ſon, .and 2.juſt one, why He is oblig'd 
* (as I may ſay) in honour, if not always, 
ar leaſt generally, and for the' moſt 
| part, to refuſethem Andienceina (Time - 
" of their own chooſing, Who during the 
- time which He [Thought proper for 
* their purpoſe, never - would youchſafe 
 rohearken roHinx Fo, 8. v. 21. I go a- 
way, lays he, and you ſhall Seek me, | and 
F you ſpall Die in your Sins. 


©" SPE; iy. 
\ - That 'we ought:to begin immediately, 
3 without Delay. 
 ... S. Greg: LIE who has promisd 
+ Hopm. 1.2... PARDON thoſe 
" inEvang, who Report, bas never. pro- 
IIS micd TRUE REPEN- 


ANCE. to thoſe who defer it.. A 
- man miſt be a Stranger to the ordinary 
; courſe of Providence, who does not 
| know: thar there are certain Times tn 
- \ which-our God.is kinder and} more; fa- 


-'yourable 


of SE 
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able::ro: us 5/ when Clouds of An- * 
ger. diſappear z. when Heaven, ſeems. ws | 
{mile npon us;- and the Almighty ſeems: : 
ro meet half way the Ptayers and" Ad» } 
- dreſſes of his people.. *Tisnor that God 1 
is liable to any ſhaddow of Inconſtancy:- } 
He always ' 1s enclin'd ro Mercy, and: : 
nothing bur our: Sims can force him- to... © 
the Rigour of. his Juſtice. Somerimes - 
He ſhowers down his Graces in a plen- 
tiful abundance; viſits. and- inſpires us-.. 
with good Thoughts, good Inclinations. 
ro amend our lives; ftrongly and ſweer- -* 
ly moves us z- _ and impor--.; 
tunely preſſes. and ſolicites: us: to true © 
Repentance. Bur if we flight his :fa- © 
yours, He withdraws them from ns-:- 
Mercy regle&ted and abus'd gives place- 
r0 Juſtice : Andall thoſe great and ex--; 
traordinary Graces, Which before a- 4 
bounded,, are denied us ; rhat we may, .: 
by this means, grow ſenfible of thei 
ſecefiiry and 'our De thi 
Power and-our Weakneſs... * 
«Pe 2+ 
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« in the World, who read- WE + 
® the-deſerrihg of his Con--* "| 
* verfion,/though it were bur for one - 
«'day:> Who knows,” whether rhis tal 


- D, oj "O9" 7» Y. 

; ha: 

$ God” "wil "lf F ? Prov. hit. God 
; 1 Teas, ahd you refuſed to come ; 
I; hetd ont my "bard, and you would not 
*:/g6hk towards me ;. "ant tf erefore Twill 
*FORSAK E ou in your Extremity. 


p & * He called ; "or how long He held "out 

72" 0s ey God 'fays, I 
| * Thid. n. *tand at the door, 2nd 
| 37, A. D. «þnock's but He lays 
b 1693. , *fot;, how often. Al- 


; 2nd” Soarrifey ro knock and call; but 
$ yer he* binds himifelf ro no rime or 
sf *} ace, but comes and 'goes at his plea- 
- ©ſure. And they who take not their 
' &<rimes when they are offer'd, arc ex- 
 cyfeleſs before his Juſtice, and do nor 
» © {now 'whether ever it ſhall be offer'd 
has them again, or no © for that this thing 
" «js'only "iti the Will *and "Knowledge 
«of God' bf who takes Mercy 
-*© where it pleaſ 5 him beſt; and is bound 
© ©Er000NE, when the 1 efixt time 
; 6 * of 35 - is once paſt, Wo be to'thar 
12A a thouſand Worlds [per- 
| « ava 'will not purchaſe ir again; 
| "wk is. Reaſon is abundantly ſufficient 


Tis 
or no"; ' thar' ever 


Fe" does not ay, how = ritnes 
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"eo mighty God is ready 


| ro make-us manage carefully the work of 
our Salvation with fear and trembling ; eros 
"Pp 7? hs 
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humble our Was ls hs amt band $ 

of God ; Phil 2,12. 4 Pet. 5-6, withour pre«+. - 

ending, ro any. abſolute Securi our 
pleales, 


admittance whenſoe're, we We. 1 
are. certainly. damgds if _ never ask. 
Kin nag obably ixmay-Þbe yer time &+: ' 4 
_ , 3twe ak as. it. now 5, And.in on 


har, a pertain ruine On 3 
fide; with a probability of ſafety on = 3 
other, No Wiſe man will loſe. time to. 
del;berate upan the choice. | bt 

; Some will ſay, /perhaps,. /Tisa ſevere. -* 
Caſe; roRenounce all worldly ARS 4 
ons, and deny .rhem- what's ante by 


to them ;.. to: declare-, war 
moſt violent of dps ; y 
go the hardſhip. of perpetual Gevicw gs " 
the engagement. ; if we have no abſalure- 7 
ſecuriry of making-Peace when eyer.we ; 
defire.it... Had wean afſurance of our, 
Pardon, whenſoe're we. ask it z. it, Were» © 
ſome, encouragement to.; undertake.; a 4 
thorough Reformation of qur lives, Bur, | 
to renaunce All, upon.A, punt of gain»- } 
mg Nothing, is roo- cold an inyitarion- + 
to. encounter-ſo painful and laborious: ! 
_ ſays;S.Paul ro th | 

O Man! lays, d- Rau to. the, Romnrgs | 
Chy94.20- who art = nh that thus replyeſt * 
ne \ Who are You, thargary, ſhy 


6 ”'S3 F 7% .y; | 7, "14 "os a? i | 
| 


3 fume ro wy with Him, in this | * 
- manner?" Is it nor'enongh; to have {6 V 
| frequently 'rranſpreſt his Laws, ſo mach || © 
+ contemn'd his Metiaces, ſo long abus'd a 
[« 
0, 
1 
( 


 HhisParience# Ts ir nor enough 10 have 
 tdolizd 'rhe —_— of your \Paſffon'? 
- -toOhave fer up your Single felf ined} 
fition"to © all 'the * Rom 'of © Diy nd 
Obedience ? to have bd ths) rhe Orn- 
| nNipotent Hand; Which{had not'his Mer- 
cy held ir had: Tong fince ſumk' your | 
3 ible SouFt5the Abyſs of Hell >-1s | 
| _— | = Kg = Bento Pride, 
3 'M | accompany 
” 46 the Petirion of your Pardon > Re- 
+ miemiber that God refifts the proud, and 
| gives Grice only to the humble. 1 Pet. 5. 
5: Remetiber that” he ' is 'a very/provd 
| Biker; who'will riot ask an alinis, ex- 
$ he be aFar'd before Hand of receiv- 
| Inp'it 5 And” char God'is fo far from re- 
F yookry thit 'inſolenr Requeſt of ſuch'a 
Perfrioner, thar (61 che contrary) 
| e opthly: 'detlares he' bares him + Eccl. 
F25; 4 M Soul, faysFle, Haves 4 proud 
| Beggar. © 
Ah Chriſtians ! We muſt (if we hope 
| for Salvation} we miſt come in ano- 
| rher ion. We miiſtnorloſe rime 
| peg he dehurehter howe have 
a 


20 %4 


; Danger 47 i Js as "_ 


a Certain projet. of ſucceſs Phil: 212+ J 
We muſt work, our Salvation: mth; fear. © 


and. trembling ; 1 Per. 5.6. and bhunble - 
"uk ſelves under the Pome hand.of Gal. © 

In/this Conjundtuse we have;nathing 3 
elle.ta Te flye. in all hat rorhe Throuwe 7; 
of Grace : \Hebr. 4.16. Every Moment 
is precious ;, Every Momenr of Delay. 
encreales rhe Danger. 

The. prodigal Son, whoſe - imitation 
our: [9k recommends -t0-Us, propor 
ling  aachal a great.example.of an 
ble-- Penitent;, i Fatermcal 


ie or not 3. he did,nor befo a es pan 
quire. into his Farher's humour z (hm 

he ſtood affected ro-him ?. whether. be ; 
were ready to admit him 2 arderermin'd. ? 
never.more to look upon; hin? Bur, ime | 
mediately,, ar. his. firſt- coming to / 1 
be-faid,. Luke 1:54.17, -18, | will riſes, - 
andgo to my Father, and ſay to him, Far. | 
ther, . have $:nn'd.... So far was he from: ! 
any zb/olute.affurance of his pardon, and: _ 
ſo. {enfible;. of his ET he did. | 
nor ſo-much as offer to. demand a perr 
fect. reconciliation, .þur left. hinate _ 
urely ro his; Farher, ro. diſpoſe of him 
and; do, wich ;him what he pleaſcd;: Br 
19.1 Father,. Iam; not-warthy to be.calld. 
Ygur Son. Alas! | 


i. Gt” © AT. Ore 35+ 
'» Alas! What can we do in this condi- 
tion ?''We* muſt redouble our prayers 
which we have-hererofore ſo often hud- 
dled 'over, ' with'as much indifference 
and coldneſs, as 'if we' were afraid left 
> God*ſhould henr us, and aſt us with 
F Jhis Grace'to rake up our Croſs, deny our 

fetves; and follow him. Marth. 16. 24. 
+ If after a month, a year, or more, 
we find tho great effect of Mercy ; we 
miſt ſtill perſevere firm in our Endea- 
vours : The more we fear God's An- 
- ger, the faſter we' muſt fly: ro the Pro- 
- tection of his'Gbodneſs. We muſt nox 
fink 'under the apprehenfions of our Re- 
<aremogpd bur withour diſpuring our 
ny; we muſt reſolve, either tro ob- 


 - rain'pardon;or die inthe demanding of it, 
+ "+Jf-the Ann ſeem ro rake no, no- 
- tice 'of 11s if 

| command 11s our of his ſight ; we have 
 nothing"elſe ro"fay,, Fo. 6. v. 68, bur, 
> Lord, whither ſhall-we go? What way is 
| there ro-fly"from thine Anger, . bur by 
+ the ſpeedieſt recourſe we poſiibly can 
| maketo'the ſhelter of rhy inhnire Good- 
; neſs? Weknow, we deſerye an Eternal 
| Baniſhment from rhy Preſence: We 
{ know, we often” have refus'd Thee Ay- 
| dience': We know; it was'our cn 
EE: CRI% 1 n- 
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He ſeem as it were to 
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Anſwer, Prov, 3. Trey - has Conte 4- 
4in another time : .and therefore-we ? 
Grow, we have no reaſon to: complaing 
if now, we are forlaken-and abandon'd 
by Thee, Bur this is ,only. whar we, 
deſerve: 'ris only what, we juſtly Fears 
Thou nevertheleſs commandeſt us as. 
| Hope otherwile ; And 'risin complyance. | 
with this Command, Rom. 4. 18, that *' 
we Hope even againſt Hope, We-come: 
od ro diſpure abqurt our caveni or our: » 
e come not to capirylgre upon: 
the te Article of. our Salvation 5+ We Of; 
ly fear as. we have, reaſon,': and hope 
as We ought; fo thar, ſetting. afie! 
the whole | follicitude ,of that; Af+-1 ; 
fair, we leave it entirely, ro thy Mercy.) | 
We come with a Contrite and H 4." 
Heart ; full of nothing | bur: a fincere*' 3 
Sorrow for all our pr paſt! Offences, PPE F 
| ed witha hearty R - a never to af«+ * 
fend thee any more : ; 1t-may'be' - 
an Offence far Crag: ſuch. as. we are,+ : 
to contitue in rhy Preſence ; Which:can-' 
not be : No, no; though we ſhouldſee': p 
thy Sword of Juſtice drawn againft vs,/: ? 
and rhy Omnipotent Hand ſtrerchr ours: | 
to ſtrike us dead ths thy Feer, We: will: 
not quir ls Ce, Fob 13s 15s Alu" * 
oa Thou kylleſt us,, we will ſtill ha 
va 


hee. 
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4 Wi *TPhis is"rhe Hum F ble Hearr, oh vid | 
*  charms-our'God; the Heart which He |} * 
* catinor'refuſe ;'Bf7 50. 'Such aContrite; 
ſuch — _—_ w— re wrll de- 
+: ſpiſe: Thisis-rhe only diſpoſition that 
& can make amends for the abuſe of '{o 


4 _—_ tp the 'deferrin 
| our Converfionſo long; upon a prou 
Prof prion of Acker Mo on: 
* . pleas#'d; Suchan Humble Hearr, as this, 
4 | —— no reaſon'to be jealous of his 
* Honour : His Hand appears manifeſtly 
* inthe managementant preparation of ir: 
*  Exod.$.19. "The- Finger of God 7s here, 
-- Such! a Convert, as this; will never 
| challenge any'ſhare inthe Honour of his 
| Converſion ; but, admiring the Benefit, 
> will refign the Honour, and humble 
” himſelfſo much the more in his-preſence 
" Who made him whar he is. Bur God 
* willalwayshavethe Honour of the work; 
i __— Merciful —_ He __ - 
Fc” nor-allow- proud] n ro 1 e 

| his Mercy ; He w// take his whine, 
- andiconfound the.preſumpryous Pride of 
* thoſe, who (as if they were God's Ma- 
ter, rather than his ſeryants,) make no 
* doubr bur.they can-chooſe- a Time con- 
' venient, when they pleaſe. 

Sinners, Deceive not your cons 


2, K+ 


oe char God 5 is alas —_— ; 
ro NEAT henſoever we.ap= «. 
| dont our rime Rag udience,. He. ln I | 
uffer us r0 pretend to the honoug.of be- _ |} 

pinning our Converfion, and: challeng- - : 

his Greateſt Graces, ar our leiſure. 

Til tne: He died to fave: us: Bur, 
though He died for qur Benefit; -He 
died for- God's, Honguy ; ;and will,,not 
part "with any ſhare of this Honour, 
6 humour a hu” TEE. Ia. 42. j 
He will not give to | ng: I Per. $465 
He Reſiſts the Proug, and only to. the. * 
Humble he gives Grace in this World, - 
Glory © in the NEXT, Ig | 
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